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Featuring Coats & Clark™ Dual Duty XP® All-purpose thread  

Summer is here!  This tote with it’s unique basket base will get all your 
belongings to the beach or pool in style!  

MEASUREMENTS
24H 10" – 12" Diameter

PREPARE
Measure the inside top of your bas-
ket as shown.  The measurement 
around your basket will be referred 
to as “your measurement” from 
now on.  

CUTTING 
From bag bottom fabric:
(1) rectangle “your measurement" 
x 12½" (31.75cm)

From bag top fabric: 
(1) rectangle “your measurement x 
12 ½" (31.75cm)
(1) rectangle 5" x 12" (13 x 30.5cm) 
for handle

From Pellon® Shape-Flex fusible 
fabric interfacing: 
(2) rectangles 2" x 12" (5 x 30.5cm)

SEWING  I  SKILL LEVEL: BEGINNER

MATERIALS

Coats & Clark™ Dual Duty XP® All-purpose thread 
Coats & Clark™ Dual Duty Plus ® Craft and Button thread
Coats & Clark™ Surelock® serger thread if using a serger
Wicker basket approximately 11” to 12” (28cm x 30.5cm) across.  

½ to 1 yard (.5 m to 1m) cotton canvas or outdoor canvas for bag bottom. 

½ yard (.5m) of cotton canvas or outdoor canvas for bag top and strap

Pellon® Shape-Flex fusible fabric interfacing

Hot glue gun and glue sticks

Seam Sealant (Fray Check)

2 yards (1.8m) drawstring cord

Large safety pin Wicker Basket
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SEWING
1. Because the bag will not be 

lined, all the edges of the fabric 
will need to be finished.  This 
can be done with a serger if 
you have one, otherwise use a 
3 step zig zag on your sewing 
machine.  

2. Thread the serger with 
Coats & Clark™ Surelock® 
overlock thread.  On your 
sewing machine, thread with 
Dual Duty XP® thread top and 
bobbin.

3. Overcast all edges on both bag 
rectangles of fabric (not the 
handle fabrics).

4. Place the two rectangles right 
sides together and stitch the 
long edge using a ½" (1cm) 
seam allowance.

5. Press the seam open.
6. Topstitch on either side of the 

seam approximately ¼" (.5cm) 
away from the seam line.

7. Press under ½" (1 cm) along 
the top long edge.  Then press 
½" (1cm) down the sides 
adjoining the top edge.  Mark 
this edge 5" (12.5cm) down, 
and topstitch as shown, along 
the folded edge.

8. Repeat for the other end of the 
top.  These will be the ends of 
the drawstring casing.

9. Snip into the seam allowance 
and stitch the side seams using 
a ½" (1cm) seam allowance.

10. Stitch near the edge of the top 
fold to create a casing for the 
drawstring.

11. Stitch again ½" (1cm) from the 
top edge.

12. Now, you will attach the basket 
bottom.  Press under ½" (1cm) 
around the bottom edge.

13. Using a glue gun, glue the 
bottom of your fabric to the 
basket.  Before doing this, 
locate the area you will be 
sewing and glue below that 
area.  The glue is a kind of 
basting, holding the basket to 
the fabric.  The hand sewing 
will actually hold it in place, 
reinforcing the glue.  Allow the 
glue to dry completely.

14. Thread a hand needle with 
Dual Duty Plus® Button and 
Craft thread.  This is a good 
strong thread that is perfect for 
this task!  Use a double strand, 
thread the needle, bring the 
ends together and tie a knot 
at the end of the two strands.

15. Stitch in and out of the wicker, 
attaching the fabric top to the 
basket.

16. Apply Fray Check liquid to the 
ends of your draw string cord.  
Allow to dry.

17. Place a large safety pin in the 
end, and thread the drawstring 
through the casing.  Tie a knot 
on each end of the cord.

18. Fuse the Pellon® Shape-Flex 
fusible fabric interfacing 
strips to the 5" x 12" (12.70 x 
30.48cm) handle fabric.  Place 
them in the center as shown.

19. Fold under ½" (1.27cm) on the 
two long edges. Press

20. Fold right sides together and 
stitch the two ends.  

21. Clip the corners, turn and press.
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22. Place a pin 2" (5.08cm) in from 
each end as shown.Pin the top 
of the handle just under the 
opening of the drawstring 
casing, along the seamline.  

23. Pin the bottom 2¼" (5.71cm) 
down from the seam.

24. Stitch squares on the top and 
bottom of the handle as shown.

Tip : Instructions are given on how to tailor the bag to the basket size. Be sure you 
can insert a needle in between the wicker. Check in your home stores, or at Amazon, 
searching “wicker serving trays”. You want a basket that has relatively straight sides 
and is 3" to 4" (7.5cm to 10cm) high.


