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Featuring Coats & Clark™ Dual Duty XP® thread and Coats & 
Clark™ Jeans Topstitching thread 

This dimensional upcycled flowered tote is fun to make and uses up 
lots of old denim scraps. Don’t have enough old jeans? Check local 
thrift stores and resale shops. Coats & Clark Jeans Topstitching thread 
accents the details in the flower and on the strap.

CUTTING
From denim for bag:
(2) rectangles 13" x 19" (33.02cm 
x 48.26cm)
(1) bottom from pattern given on 
page 7
(4) strips 2" x 43" (5.08cm x 
109.22cm) for straps

From lining fabric:
(2) rectangles 13" x 19" (33.02cm 
x 48.26cm)
(1) bottom from pattern given

From fusible fabric interfacing:
(2) rectangles 13" x 19" (33.02cm 
x 48.26cm)
(1) bottom from pattern given
(4) strips 1" x 43" (2.54cm x 
109.22cm) for straps

From fusible web:
(2) strips 1" x 43" (2.54cm x 
109.22cm) for straps
Pattern piece A
Pattern piece B
For flowers and leaves, cut from 
various colors of denim scraps 
using patterns given.

For large flower:
(1) large flower base 
(4) large petals
(4) medium petals
(3) small petals 

For medium flower:
(1) small flower base
(3) medium petals
(3) small petals

SEWING, FABRIC CRAFTING  I  SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

MATERIALS

Coats & Clark™ Dual Duty XP® thread 
Coats & Clark™ Jeans Topstitching thread
¾ yard (.69m) of denim for bag
Denim scraps for flowers
1½ yards (1.37m) of 20" (50.80cm) wide fusible fabric interfacing such 
as Pellon® Shape-Flex
¾ yard (.69m) cotton for bag lining
Paper-backed fusible web such as Wonder Under 
Assorted beads for flower centers
14-18 (90-110) Topstitching machine needle
Assorted hand needles
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For each of two leaves:
(1) large leaf
(1) small leaf
Leaf pattern on page 5. Flower 
base on page 6.

Sew the flowers and leaves:
1. Thread the hand needle 

with Coats & Clark™ Jeans 
Topstitching thread. Layer the 
smaller leaf on top of the larger 
leaf. Using long stitches stitch 
down the center and stitch 
some accent veining. Finish by 
outlining the larger leaf.

2. Stitch each of the flower petals 
separately sewing around the 
outside, and down the center 
with veining lines.

3. Stack the flower with the base 
on the bottom, then the large 
petals, then medium and 
finally the small. Add the round 
center and stitch around the 
center going through all the 
layers.

4. Stitch both flowers and both 
leaves.

5. At this point, wash the flowers 
and leaves. Put them in a pillow 
case or zippered lingerie bag 
and wash and dry them. That 
will give the nice frayed look. 
When they come out of the 
dryer, press with steam.

6. Now for the beaded centers. 
Thread a  hand needle 
with Coats & Clark ™ Jeans 
Topstitching thread. Bring the 
two thread ends together and 
tie a knot.

7. Bring the needle from the 
underside of the flower to the 
top and place one larger bead.

8. Then add four smaller ones. Tie 
a triple knot, testing to be sure 
the bead can’t slip off the end. 

9. Repeat for a total of four bead 
stamens for each flower.

10. Thread a smaller needle with 
Coats & Clark™ Dual Duty XP 
all-purpose thread. 

11. Stitch large beads around the 
base of the stamens in the 
flower center.
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MAKE THE BAG
See figures on page 4
1. At the ironing board, fuse the 

fusible interfacing to the wrong 
side of each of the strap pieces 
centering it as shown. Fig. 1. 

2. Next, place the Wonder Under 
fusible web on two of the 
straps, over the interfacing as 
shown. Fig. 2.

3. Place one strap with Wonder 
Under together with one with 
out and fuse them together 
with steam.

4. Repeat for the other strap.
5. You now have two straps, 

interfaced and fused together 
nicely!

6. Inser t  a 14-18 (90-110) 
Topstitching needle into the 
sewing machine.

7. Thread with Coats & Clark™ 
Jeans Topstitching thread top 
and bottom.

8. On a double layer of denim, 
sew a test row. Adjust the stitch 
length to 4, and if the stitches 
aren’t tight, raise the upper 
tension one or two numbers. 
You want the stitches to look 
nice on both the top and 
bottom.

9. When you are happy with the 
stitch, sew down the center of 
each strap. You can guide by 
the marks on the needle plate, 
or mark a line down the center 
with chalk. Fig. 3.

10. Stitch again on each side, ¼" 
(.635cm) away as shown using 
the edge of the presser foot as 
a guide. Fig. 4.

11. Mark 11" (27.94cm) from each 
end as shown, and draw a chalk 
line. Fig. 5.

12. Stitch on either side of the 
sewn lines in the center section 
only as shown. Fig. 6.

13. On the fused 13" x 19" (33.02cm 
x 48.26cm) denim rectangles, 
pin the straps 6" in from the 
edges.

14. Stitch ¼" from the previous 
stitching pivoting and stitching 
across the strap and back down 
the other side as shown. The 
stitching attaching the strap to 
the bag piece is in red. Fig. 7.

15. Stitch the strap to both 13" x 
19" (33.02cm x 48.26cm) denim 
rectangles.

16. Thread with Dual Duty XP® 
thread top and bobbin.

17. Place the rectangles right 
sides together and stitch the 
side seams using a 5/8" (1.58cm) 
seam allowance.

18. Press the seams open.
19. R e - t h r e a d  w i t h  J e a n s 

Topstitching thread top and 
bottom.

20. On each side, topstitch ¼" 
(.635cm) from the seam. 

21. Fold under ¾" (1.90cm) around 
the top of the bag. Press.

22. Stitch 1/8" (.320cm) from the 
edge.

23. Stitch again ¼" (.635cm) from 
the previous row of stitching.

24. Thread with Coats & Clark™ 
Dual Duty XP® thread top and 
bobbin.

25. Fold the oval bottom matching 
the side marks indicated on 
the pattern. Mark the fold, 
to indicate the center front 
and back. The bottom is now 
divided in fourths. Mark the 
center of the bag pieces 
between the straps. The bag is 
not divided in fourths.

26. Pin the bottom to the bag 
matching the marks.

27. Stitch using a 5/8" (1.58cm) seam 
allowance.

28. Pin the flowers in place on one 
side of the bag. Follow the 
photo for placement. Using 
the Coats & Clark™ Jeans 
Topstitching thread tack the 
flowers and leaves in place. 
Follow the accent stitching, 
tacking it here and there. Just 
enough to hold it in place 
securely. 

29. Create the bag lining in the 
same manner as the outer bag, 
stitching first the side seams, 
then inserting the bottom.

30. Fold under the top edge of the 
lining ¾" (1.90cm).

31. Insert the lining into the bag, 
and hand stitch them together 
around the top.
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11” (27.9cm) 11” (27.9cm) Fig. 6
Fig. 5

Fig. 4Fig. 3

Fig. 1 Fig. 2

Fig. 7
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This square should 

measure 1" x 1"

(2.54cm x 2.54cm) 

when printed.

*** Measure templates before cutting to confirm printing at 100%*** 
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This square should 

measure 1" x 1"

(2.54cm x 2.54cm) 

when printed.

*** Measure templates before cutting to confirm printing at 100%*** 
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This square should 

measure 1" x 1"

(2.54cm x 2.54cm) 

when printed.

*** Measure templates before cutting to confirm printing at 100%*** 
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