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This colorful drawstring fabric bag is a good incentive for kids 
to stow their toys out of sight, but not really, as the peek-a-boo 
window lets them see what’s inside. And, there’s a zippered 
pocket to store those special pieces like little cars, doll clothes, 
etc.

Finished Size of Project: : 151⁄2” wide x 201⁄2” tall (39.5cm wide 
x 52 cm tall)

Supplies:  
Dual Duty XP All-Purpose threads to match fabric
Coats Polyester All Purpose zipper, 7” (18 cm), contrasting color 
1 yd (.91 m) children’s print
1⁄4 yd (.23 m) 8 - gauge vinyl
23⁄4 yds (2.5 m) 11⁄2” (3.9cm) - wide grosgrain ribbon
1⁄3 yd (.3m) 5⁄8” (1.6 cm) - wide grosgrain ribbon
2 wooden beads, 1” (2.54 cm) diameter
1 wooden bead, 5⁄8” (1.6 cm) diameter
Zipper foot

Technique: Machine Sewing

Designed By: Linda Turner Griepentrog

Skill Level:  Beginner

Crafting time: An evening
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Cutting
From the children’s print, cut:

2 rectangles, 16” x 21” (40.6 cm x 53.3 cm)
1 rectangle, 51⁄2” x 16” (14 cm x 40.6 cm)
1 rectangle, 7” x 10”(18 cm x 25.4 cm)

From the vinyl, cut:
1 rectangle, 7” x 10” (18 cm x 25.4 cm)

Making the Window
1. Center and mark a rectangle 5” (12.7 cm) tall and 8” (20.3

cm) wide on the wrong side of one of the 16” x 21” (40.6
cm x 53.3 cm) rectangles, starting 2” (5.08 cm) from the
lower edge.

2. Right sides together, pin the 7” x 10” (18 cm x 25.4 cm)
rectangle (facing) under the marked window.

3. Stitch around the window on the marked lines. Trim out
the center of the rectangle leaving a 1⁄4” (.6 cm) seam
allowance on all edges. Clip the corners.

4. Turn the facing to the inside and press.
5. Center the vinyl under the opening under the pin only

outside the opening edge.
TIP: Pin holes in vinyl are permanent, so keep the pins
outside the window.

6. Edgestitch around the opening, catching the vinyl layer
underneath.

7. Trim the seam allowances of the vinyl and the facing to 1⁄2”
(1.3 cm) around the window.

Making the Bag
Note: Seam allowances are 1⁄4”(.6 cm).
1. Place the bag front and bag

back right sides together
and pin the sides and lower
edges. Stitch the seam, and
finish the seam allowances to
neaten.

2. Press under a double 1⁄4” (.6
cm) hem at the bag upper
edge. Stitch in place.

3. Using the wide ribbon, make
a casing by placing the
upper edge of the ribbon
11⁄4” (3.2 cm) from the bag upper edge, starting at one
side seam. Pin the ribbon in place around the bag, turning
under the ribbon and abutting the ends at the starting/
ending point. Stitch both edges of the ribbon in place,
leaving the ends unstitched.

4. To make the drawstring, cut a 62” (157.5 cm) length of
ribbon. Fold it in half widthwise and stitch the edges
together.

5. Thread the ribbon through the casing using a large safety
pin or bodkin.

Finishing the Bag
1. Thread each ribbon end through a large bead, knot and

trim the ribbon ends.
2. To make the zipper pull, fold the narrow ribbon in half

widthwise and stitch the edges together.
3. Thread the ribbon through the zipper slider and then

through the small bead, knot and trim the ribbon ends.

Making the Pocket 
Note: If the print is directional, pay attention to the 
orientation during the construction process.

1. Press under 1⁄4” (.6 cm) along
both long edges of the 51⁄2”
x 16” (14 cm x 40.6 cm)
rectangle.

2. Center the zipper along one
long edge and topstitch in
place, overlapping the pocket
edge 1⁄4” (.6 cm) onto the zipper
tape and turning under the
zipper ends.

3. Place the pocket/zipper on to
the bag front 23⁄4” (7 cm) above
the upper window opening
edge.

4. Topstitch the pocket lower edge in place and across the
upper edge from the previous zipper stitching to each
edge.

5. Change thread to the zipper color and stitch the opposite
side of the zipper and both ends in place.
TIP: When pressing the bag, be careful not to touch the
iron to the vinyl, as it will melt.
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