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Featuring Coats & Clark™ Button & Craft Thread  

Whether you find your denim in your closet, a thrift store or fabric 
store, these stitched denim diamonds will make a stand-out tote.  The 
diamonds are stitched in place using using sashiko embroidery.  While 
it is a “fancy” name, it is actually simple running stitches using a strong 
white thread like Coats & Clark™ Button & Craft Thread.

CUTTING
From cream cotton denim or 
canvas:
(1) rectangle 20" x 40" (50.80 x 
101.60cm) (see cutting layout)
(2) strips 4" x 22" (10.16cm x 
55.88cm) for handles

From denim yardage or scrap 
jeans:
(9) diamonds using pattern given 
on page 3.

SEWING
1. Thread with cream Coats & Clark™ 

Dual Duty XP™ All-Purpose 
Thread top and bobbin.

2. Fold under each 20" (50.08cm) 
end of the rectangle of cream 
cotton denim 1" (2.54cm) and 
press.

3. Repeat with the same ends 
again for a double folded 1" 
(2.54cm) hem.

4. Snap on your ¼" presser foot. 
5. Stitch ¼" (.635cm) from the edge 

sewing each hem in place.
6. If using a serger, thread with 

Surelock® cone thread. 
7. Serge or overcast with the the 

long unhemmed bag edges 
using a serger or an overcast 
stitch on your sewing machine.

SEWING  I  SKILL LEVEL: BEGINNER

MATERIALS

Coats & Clark™ Dual Duty XP™ All-Purpose Thread, 8020 Cream
Coats & Clark™ Button & Craft Thread, 0100 White
Scraps of cotton denim or old jeans for diamonds 
5/8 yard (.57m) of cream cotton denim or canvas 
Size 14(90) or 16(100)  Topstitch needle for your sewing machine
Surelock® cone thread for serger (optional)
Serger (optional)
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8.  Place the bag on a flat surface 
and pin the diamonds in place 
following the diagram.

9. Thread a hand needle with 
a double strand of Button & 
Craft thread.

10. Begin by stitching up the 
center of each diamond so you 
can remove the pins.

11. Then go back to each one and 
stitch, filling the diamond with 
running stitches as shown.

        

12. Fold the bag right sides 
together matching the serged/
overcast edges.

13. Stitch, starting at the top edge. 
(HINT: When it’s important to 
get the edges perfectly even, 
don’t start stitching at the edge.  
Match the edges perfectly, then 
insert the needle into the fabric 
about ¼" (.635cm) in from the 
edge and sew a few stitches. 
Stop and  backstitch to the edge, 
then go forward and finish the 
seam.  When you try to start 
right on the edge, it tends to 
push one of the layers ahead, 
resulting in an uneven edge.)

14. After both seams are sewn, 
box the bottom.  To do that, 
match the bottom fold to the 
side seam and pin.  Mark a line 
as shown below 2½" (6.35cm) 
from the point.

       

15. Stitch on the marked line.  
16. Fold the handle strips in half  

(See diagram below) matching 
the long edges.  Sew the ends 
and side leaving a 4" (10.16cm) 
opening in the center area as 
shown for turning.    

17. Clip the corners, turn and press.
18. Position the handles with 6" 

(15.24cm) between them.
19. Stitch in place.
20. Press the corners and it’s 

finished!

Fold handle strips
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This square should 

measure 1" x 1"

(2.54cm x 2.54cm) 

when printed.

*** Measure templates before cutting to confirm printing at 100%*** 


