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Featuring Coats & Clark™ Bold Hand Quilting Thread 

If you love hand-stitched accents, this tote will satisfy your every need in 
many shades of gray (or whatever color you choose). Accent with boro 
style hand quilting using Coats & Clark™ Bold Hand Quilting Thread.

MEASUREMENTS
13" x 16" (33.02cm x 40.64cm)

CUTTING
From the sport-weight cotton, 
cut:
(1) rectangle,14" x 17" (35.56cm x 
43.18cm), for bag back
(2) strips, 6" x 22" (15.24cm x 
55.88cm), for gusset
(2) strips, 6½" x 24" (16.51cm x 
60.96cm), for handles

From the lining, cut:
(2) rectangles,14" x 17" (35.56cm 
x 43.18cm), for bag front and back 
lining
(2) strips, 6" x 22" (15.24cm x 
55.88cm), for gusset lining

From the foam, cut:
(2) rectangles, 14" x 17" (35.56cm 
x 43.18cm), for bag front and back
(2) strips, 6" x 22" (15.24cm x 
55.88cm), for gusset
From the assorted prints, follow 
the placement diagram on page  3 
for selecting fabrics, and cut the 
appropriate size pieces from the 
assorted prints:
A = 2½" x 3" (6.35cm x 7.62cm)
B =  1½" x 3" (3.81cm x 7.62cm)
C =  2"x 3½" (5.08cm x 7.62cm)
D =  2" x 3½" (5.08cm x 7.62cm)
E =  2½" x 6" (6.35cm x 15.24cm)
F =  3½" x 5½" (8.89cm x 13.97cm)
G =  3" x 9" (7.62cm x 22.86cm)
H =  2½" x 9" (6.35cm x 22.86cm)
I =  3" x 10" (7.62cm x 25.4cm)
J =  3½" x 10" (8.89cm x 25.4cm)
K =  3½" x 14½" (8.89cm x 36.83cm)
L =  1½" x 14½"(3.81cm x 36.83cm)
M =  3½" x 14" (8.89cm x 36.83cm)

SEWING, HAND QUILTING  I  SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

MATERIALS

Coats & Clark™ Dual Duty XP™ All-Purpose Thread
Coats & Clark™ Bold Hand Quilting Thread
7/8 yd (80.01cm) sport-weight cotton, 60" (152.40cm) wide
7/8 yd (80.01cm) cotton lining 
(13) scraps/strips of various gray and black print cotton fabrics (see 
cutting instructions for sizes)
½ yd (45.72 cm) single-sided fusible foam, 58" (147.32cm) wide
¼ yd (22.86cm) fusible interfacing
Walking foot
Large-eye hand-sewing needle
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PREPARATION
1. Following the manufacturer’s 

instructions, fuse the foam to 
the corresponding bag back 
and gusset piece wrong sides.

2. On the gusset and gusset 
lining pieces, mark a dot 
along both long edges 13½" 
(34.29cm) from one short 
end. This will be the bag lower 
corner.

Seam allowances are ½" (1.27cm).

ASSEMBLING
Bag Back
1. Mark three evenly spaced 

vertical lines on the tote back 
right side. Using Bold Hand 
Quilting Thread, sew big 
stitches along the lines. Repeat 
for the center of each gusset 
piece.

2. Sew the short edges of the 
gusset strips together. Press 
the seam open and topstitch 
both sides.

3. Clip into the seam allowances 
at the gusset dots to allow 
for corner turning—about 3/8" 
(.95cm). Mark the bag back 
upper and lower center.

4. With right sides together and 
upper edges matching, pin the 
gusset to the bag back. Match 
the bottom center to the 
gusset seam, and match the 
dots to the bag corners. Sew 
the pieces together, creating 
a square corner at the lower 
edge.

Bag Front
Note: Piece the front using ¼" 
(.64cm) seam allowances.

1. Following the placement 
diagram on page 3, piece the 
tote front in alphabetical order. 
Press seams toward the added 
piece after each seam is sewn.

2. Layer the pieced front over the 
foam and fuse in place.

3. Using Coats & Clark™ Bold 
H a n d  Q u i l t i n g  Th re a d, 
embellish each of the patches 
with big stitches. Follow a 
seam, highlight a particular 
fabric print or sew random 
lines. Choose a contrast 
thread color for prominence 
or a matching one for subtler 
accent.

Handles
1. Press each handle strip in half 

wrong sides together. Bring 
each long cut edge to the 
center crease and press. Refold 
the strip in half.

2. Topstitch both long edges of 
each strap.

Lining
1. Sew the gusset lining to the 

bag lining front and back, as 
for the outer tote, only using 

5/8" (1.59cm) seam allowances.

Bag
1. Matching centers and the 

gusset dots to the bag corners, 
sew the gusset to the bag front.

2. Mark the handle location 
on the bag front and back 3" 
(7.62cm) from center. Matching 
cut edges, sew the handles in 
place on the bag front and 
back right side.

3. Press under the bag upper 
edge ½" (1.27cm). With wrong 
sides together, slide the lining 
into the bag and smooth into 
place. Turn under the upper 
lining edges and pin to the 
bag just below the upper edge.

4. Hand-stitch the lining in place 
around the bag upper edge. 
Topstitch the area of the tote 
back and gussets 5/8" (1.59cm) 
from the folded edge.

5. For the bag front section, use 
Coats & Clark™ Bold Hand 
Quilting Thread and sew big 
stitches 5/8" (1.59cm) from the 
upper folded edge. 

Need extra storage?
Use scraps of the lining fabric to 
add some pockets to bag front and/
or back lining rectangles before 
assembling.
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