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Skill level - Occasional 
Enthusiast

Technique: Straight Pleats

Brand: Coats®

Crafting time: Weekend

Skill Level: Beginner

Featuring Coats® For Your Home fabric by Vicki Payne 
available in Walmart®.

This Round ottoman offers a contemporary look with knife 
or straight pleats.  These types of pleats all face in the 
same direction.

Supplies
¾ yard (68.6 cm) Coats® For Your Home SAFY012.ZEBRA 

in Mineral for Ottoman top and welting
4 yards (3.66m) Coats® For Your Home SAY015.CREWELL 

in Mineral for Ottoman skirt
Mainstays Faux Suede Ultra Storage Ottoman from 

WalMart
Coordinating Coats & Clark all-purpose thread

Additional Requirements
Fabric Scissors 
Sewing Pins
Sewing Needle
Sewing Machine & Thread
Ruler
Fabric marker
Iron
Glue Gun and glue
Iron-on hem tape
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Cutting
Cut two skirt 18” x 53” (45.72cm x 1.35m)
Cut top 15” x 15” (38.1cm x 38.1cm)
Cut two top band sections 30” x 4” (76.2cm x 10.16cm)

Instructions
Note:  Seam allowances are ½” (1.27cm)

Make and Apply the Welting
1. Cut 50” (1.27m) of 2” (5.08cm) bias strips from

welting fabric the as shown below.

2. Sew the 2” (5.08cm) strips into one long strip.
3. Fold the fabric strip around the filler cord, wrong

sides together, matching cut edges.
4. Using a zipper foot or a piping foot, stitch close to

the cording, keeping the raw edges of the fabrics
together as you sew.  This will enclose the cord in the
fabric.

5. Pin the welting to top having cut edges even. Using
a zipper foot or piping foot, begin stitching welting
to the top.  Make certain your stitching is as close as
possible to the cording, and is next to the original

stitching sewn to create the cording.  Stop stitching 
2” (5.08cm) from where the ends will meet.  Open 
out stitching on welt and cut off the filler cord so the 
beginning of the cord and the end of the cord meet. 

6. Fold under the end of the welting fabric and wrap
it around the end of the cording.  Finish stitching
welting to top.

Finishing the Top
1. Stitch short ends of band together.  Press seam open
2. With right sides together, pin band to top section.

Stitch using a zipper foot or piping foot.
3. Press under ½”(1.27cm) along cut edge.  Turn right

side out.
4. Place over ottoman top.  Glue into place easing fabric

around the circle.

Ottoman Skirt
1. With right sides together, stitch three short ends of

skirt sections together to make one long section.
Press. Finish seam allowances with overlock stitch or
pinking shears.

2. Make a double hem in skirt, press under 1” (2.54cm);
then turn under 1” (2.54cm) again.  Press.  Using
iron-on hem tape, fuse hem in place.

3. To make knife or straight pleats, you will need to mark
your fabric.  Using a fabric marker and ruler, mark
upper edge at 2” (5.08cm) intervals.  Lay skirt right
side up on ironing board, working from one end, fold
fabric, folding at first marking and bringing to the
third mark.

4. Press pleat in place.  Fold again at fourth mark
and bring to sixth mark.  (Note that pleats to not

overlap one another, but do lay next to each other).    
Continue to end of skirt. Pin baste as you go.  You will 
have extra fabric length for fitting.   

5. Next, fit skirt to ottoman by pinning in place on
ottoman.  Adjust pleats if necessary to fit ottoman.
Trim excess fabric to fit.  Remove and stitch remaining
ends of skirt together.  Finish seam and press.

6. Machine baste pleats in place ½” (1.27cm) from upper
edge of skirt.  Press cut edges under at stitching.

7. Slip skirt onto ottoman and glue in place.
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coatsandclark.com/ 
vickipaynefabrics
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