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Santa Baby 
Sweater

Knit a hooded sweater to keep baby warm 
while enjoying the holiday season. We’ve 

shown it in traditional Santa red, but you may 
choose any color for your special little elf!

Divide for Front and Back
K18 (20, 22, 24, 26), place sts on holder for 
right front. Place last 18 (20, 22, 24, 26) sts on 
holder for left front. 

BACK
Continue on center 36 (40, 44, 48, 52) sts in 
St st for 4 (4½, 5, 5½, 6)” [10 (11.5, 12.5, 14, 
15) cm], end with a wrong side row.
Next row (Right Side): K8 (10, 12, 14, 16)
shoulder sts, place on holder; bind off 20 sts
for back neck; k8 (10, 12, 14, 16) shoulder sts,
place on holder.

FRONTS
Left Front
Place sts for left front on needle; join A. 
Beginning with a right side row, work in St st 
for 2 (2½, 3, 3½, 4)” [5 (6.5, 7.5, 9, 10) cm], 
end on a right side row.
Next row (Wrong Side): Bind off 5 st, work to 
end of row.
Dec 1 st at neck edge every right side row 5 
times—8 (10, 12, 14, 16) sts. Work even until 
front measures same as back to shoulder. 
Place sts on holder.

Right Front
Place sts for right front on needle; join A. 
Beginning with a right side row, work in St st 
for 2 (2½, 3, 3½, 4)” [5 (6.5, 7.5, 9, 10) cm], 
end with a wrong side row.
Next row (Right Side): Bind off 5 sts, work to 
end of row.
Dec 1 st at neck edge every right side row 5 
times—8 (10, 12, 14, 16) sts. Work even until 
front measures same as back to shoulder. 
Place sts on holder.

Directions are for size 3 months; changes 
for sizes 6, 12, 18 and 24 months are in 
parentheses.

Finished Chest: 18 (20, 22, 24, 26)” [45.5 (51, 
56, 61, 66) cm]
Finished Length: 9 (10½, 12, 13½, 15)” [23 
(26.5, 30.5, 34, 38) cm]

SPECIAL ABBREVIATIONS
M1 = Make 1 (Inc) – Lift strand between 
needles to left-hand needle and work strand 
through the back loop, twisting it to prevent a 
hole, [knit or purl as indicated by pattern st].
3-Needle Bind-off (seaming 2 pieces together
as you bind off) Place stitches of pieces to
be joined on separate needles or each end of
a circular needle, hold one behind the other
with right sides facing each other in left hand;
with a third needle the same size, k2tog (1
from one needle and 1 from the other) - 1 st
on right-hand needle, *ktog, in same manner,
bind off; repeat from *.
dec = On right side rows, work ssk at
beginning and k2tog at end of rows. On wrong
side rows, work p2tog at beginning and ssp at
end of rows.

Notes
Sweater is worked flat in one piece to the 
underarm, then divided for fronts and back 
upper body.

LOWER BODY 
With larger needles and B, cast on 54 (60, 66, 
72, 78) sts. Knit 6 rows, cut B. Continue with 
smaller needles and A.
Increase row (Right Side): *K1, m1, k2; 
repeat from * to end—72 (80, 88, 96, 104) 
sts. Work even in St st until piece measures 5 
(6, 7, 8, 9)” [12.5 (15, 18, 20.5, 23) cm], end 
on wrong side row.

stitch using smaller needle. CHECK 
YOUR GAUGE. Use any size needle 
to obtain the tension/gauge.

RED HEART® Soft®, 
Art. E728 solid colors 
available in 5 oz (141 g), 
256 yd (234 m) balls

RED HEART® 
Buttercup®, Art. N396 
solid and multicolors 

available in 1.76 oz (50 g), 63 yd 
(57 m) balls

Designed by Lorna Miser.

What you will need:

RED HEART® Soft®: 1 (2, 2, 2, 3) 
balls 9925 Really Red A
RED HEART® Buttercup®: 1 (2, 2, 
2, 2) balls 4270 White B

Susan Bates® Knitting Needles: 
5.0mm [US-8] and 6mm [US-10]

Spare needle for 3-needle bind-off 
4 (4, 5, 6, 6) 19mm [¾”] buttons, 
yarn needle, pompom maker

GAUGE: 16 sts = 4” (10 cm); 20 
rows = 4” (10 cm) in Stockinette 

Continued...
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See schematics on next page

SLEEVES
With larger needles and B, cast on 15 (18, 18, 
21, 21) sts. Knit 6 rows, cut B. Continue with 
smaller needles and A. 
Increase row (Right Side): *K1, m1, k2; 
repeat from * to end—20 (24, 24, 28, 28) sts. 
Continuing in St st, inc 1 st each side every 4 
rows 6 (6, 8, 8, 10) times—32 (36, 40, 44, 48) 
sts. Work even until sleeve measures 6 (7, 8, 
9, 10)” [15 (18, 20.5, 23, 25.5) cm]. Bind off.
Repeat for other sleeve.

HOOD
With smaller needles and A, cast on 56 
(64, 72, 72, 72) sts. Work in St st until hood 
measures 6 (7, 8, 8, 8)” [15 (18, 20.5, 20.5, 
20.5) cm]. Slip half the sts to spare needle; 
fold hood in half with right sides together. Join 
3-needle bind-off.

FINISHING
Block pieces. Place front and back sts of left 
shoulder on separate smaller needles; hold 
with right sides together, join with 3-needle 
bind-off. Repeat for right shoulder.
Sew sleeve seam; sew sleeve into armhole.
Pin center hood seam to center of back 
neck; pin front edge of hood to front edge of 
sweater. Pin hood edge to neckline, folding a 
pleat with extra hood fabric between center 
back neck and shoulder seams on each side. 
Sew hood in place.

Front Band
With larger needles, B, and beginning at 
bottom of right front, pick up and knit 21 (24, 
30, 36, 38) sts along right front, 42 (48, 54, 
54, 54) sts around hood, 21 (24, 30, 36, 38) 
sts along  left front—84 (96, 114, 126, 130) 
sts. Knit 1 row.

Buttonhole row (Right Side): K2 (2, 2, 2, 3), 
[k2tog, yo, k3 (4, 4, 4, 4) sts] 3 (3, 4, 5, 5) times, 
k2tog, yo, k2 (2, 2, 2, 3); knit to end of row.
Knit 3 rows. Bind off. 
Sew buttons on left front opposite buttonholes.
Weave in ends. 
With B, make 3” (7.5 cm) pompom; sew to 
point of hood.

ABBREVIATIONS
A, B = Color A and B k = knit; p = purl; st(s) 
= stitch(es); St st = Stockinette stitch; inc = 
increase 1 st; mm = millimetres; [ ] = work 
directions in brackets the number of times 
specified;  * = repeat whatever follows the * 
as indicated.
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