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Featuring Coats & Clark™ All-Purpose Thread 

This reversible, oversized tote has a secret front pocket for small items 
and a large back pocket. Sew a few to donate to local agencies that 
assist children in crisis. They often provide bags like this to families 
to hold personal items or to fill with comfort items like a blanket, 
clothing, books or toys for the children. 

MEASUREMENTS
22" x 32" (51cm x 81cm)

CUTTING

From the light color flower print, 
cut:
(1) rectangle, 19½" x 22½" (49.5cm 
x 57cm), for upper front
(2) strips, 5" x 22½" (13cm x 57cm), 
for casings
(2) rectangles, 22½" x 30" (57cm x 
76cm), for lining

From the dark color flower print, 
cut:
(1) rectangle, 22½" x 30½" (57cm x 
77.5cm), for tote back
(1) rectangle, 12½" x 22½" (32cm x 
57cm), for lower front
(1) rectangle, 13½" x 22½" (35cm x 
57cm), for front pocket lining
(1) strip, 9" x 15½" (23cm x 39.5cm), 
for back pocket
(2) strips, 5" x 22½" (13cm x 57cm), 
for casings

From the interfacing, cut:
(2) strips, 5" x 22½" (13cm x 57cm), 
for casings

Notes: 
• The leftover listed yardage will 

also make one Toiletry Tote.
• Seam allowances are ¼" (.64cm).

SEWING  I  SKILL LEVEL: EASY

MATERIALS

Coats & Clark™ Dual Duty XP® All-purpose Thread
Coats & Clark™ Invisible Zipper, 20"-22" (51cm-56cm)
Coats & Clark™ Invisible Zipper Foot
15/8 yds (1.5m) light color flower print
3 yds (3m) dark color flower print
2/3 yd (61cm) woven fusible interfacing
5 yds (4.5m) cotton cord, ½" (1.5cm)
Bodkin or large safety pin
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ASSEMBLING THE CASINGS
1. With right sides together, sew 

one light flower print casing to 
a dark print casing along both 
ends. Repeat for the second 
casing. 

2. Turn both strips right side 
out and press the ends. Fold 
each casing in half, matching 
the long raw edges and press. 
Either color can be the outside, 
depending on your preference. 
Baste the edges together. Set 
aside.

ASSEMBLING THE BACK 
POCKET
1. Fold the pocket strip in half 

matching the short ends. Sew 
around the pocket edges, 
leaving a 1½" (4cm) opening 
for turning along one side.

2. Turn the pocket right side out 
and press the edges, pressing 
under the opening seam 
allowances.

3. Center the pocket on the tote 
back piece and edgestitch in 
place, leaving the upper edge 
open. Backstitch at the upper 
corners for reinforcement.

ASSEMBLING THE OUTER TOTE
1. Following instructions in the 

Coats & Clark™ package, insert 
the invisible zipper along 
the upper edge of the lower 
outer tote front and the lower 
edge of the upper outer front 
bag using a ½" (1.5cm) seam 
allowance.

2. Place the inner pocket 
rectangle right sides up and lay 
the outer bag front right side 
up over it, matching the side 
and lower edges. Note that the 
piece may extend above the 
zipper seam allowance. Pin so it 
lies flat. Stitch the upper edge 
to the zipper seam allowance 
only, and then baste the sides 
and lower edge together. Trim 
any excess pocket height.

3. Center a folded casing strip 
on the bag front upper edge 
and the other on the bag back 
upper edge, matching raw 
edges. Stitch in place.

4. Place the outer bag front and 
back right sides together and 
stitch the side seams and lower 
edge.

ASSEMBLING THE LINING
1. Place the lining rectangles 

right sides together and stitch 
the side seams and lower edge, 
leaving a 3" (8cm) opening 
for turning in the lower edge 
seam.

2. With right sides together, slip 
the lining over the outer bag, 
matching side seams and 
upper edges. The casings will 
be between the layers. Sew 
around the upper edge.

3. Turn the bag right side out 
through the lining opening. 
Press the upper edge 
so that the casings 
extend.

4. Hand or machine 
stitch the lining 
opening closed.

FINISHING
1. Cut the cording into two 

equal lengths. Wrap the ends 
with tape if needed to prevent 
fraying.

2. Thread one cord through a 
casing and back through the 
other casing, coming out with 
the ends on the same side.

3. Repeat step 2 beginning at 
the other casing opening and 
ending at the opposite end 
from the first cord.

4. Knot the cord ends together 
tightly.


