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Featuring Coats & Clark™ Dual Duty XP® All-Purpose Thread 

Whether you’re headed to the office or a day with the girls, this flannel 
tote with faux leather accents is the perfect accessory. Throw in your 
folders, tablet or laptop- the reinforced sides and base will support 
and protect them.

MEASUREMENTS
13" x 16" (33.02cm x 40.64cm)

CUTTING
From the plaid flannel, cut:
(2) rectangles,14" x 17" (35.56cm 
x 43.18cm), for bag front and back

From the lining, cut:
(2) rectangles,14" x 17" (35.56cm 
x 43.18cm), for bag front and back 
lining
(2) strips, 6" x 22" (15.24cm x 
55.88cm), for gusset lining

From the faux leather, cut:
(2) strips, 6" x 22" (15.24cm x 
55.88cm), for gusset

From the foam, cut:
(2) rectangles, 14" x 17" (35.56cm 
x 43.18cm), for bag front and back
(1) strip, 5" x 16" (12.70cm x 40.64), 
for bag bottom

Note: Do not press the faux leather 
section of the bag. Finger-pressing 
works fine to open seams.

PREPARATION
1. On the gusset and gusset lining 

pieces, mark a dot along both 
long edges 13½" (34.29cm) 
from one short end. This will 
be the bag lower corner.

Seam allowances are ½" (1.27cm).

SEWING  I  SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

MATERIALS

Coats & Clark™ Dual Duty XP™ All-Purpose Thread
Coats & Clark™ Button & Craft  Thread
7/8 yd (80.01cm) cotton lining 
¼ yd faux leather, 54" (137.16cm) wide
½ yd single-sided fusible foam, 58" (147.32cm) wide
One pair leather handles, 24" (60.96cm)
Walking foot
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ASSEMBLING
Tote
1. Fuse a foam rectangle to the 

wrong side of the bag front 
and bag back rectangles. 
Mark the center at the top and 
bottom of the rectangles.

2. Sew the short edges of the 
gusset strips together. Finger-
press the seam open and 
topstitch both sides.

3. Clip into the seam allowances 
at the gusset dots to allow 
for corner turning—about 3/8" 
(.95cm).

4. With right sides together and 
upper edges matching, pin 
the gusset to the bag front. 
Pin within the seam allowance 
so as to not damage the faux 
leather. Match the bottom 
center to the gusset seam 
and match the dots to the 
bag corners. Sew the pieces 
together, creating a square 
corner at the lower edge.

5. Repeat step 4 with the 
opposite side of the bag. Turn 
the bag right side out.

6. Loosely hand stitch the foam 
strip to the bag bottom interior 
seam allowances.

7. Press under the flannel portion 
of the bag upper edge to form 
a 1" (2.54cm) hem. Topstitch ¼" 
(.64cm) from the fold.

8. Mark the handle location on 
the bag front and back 3½" 
(8.89cm) from center and 
3" (7.62cm) below the upper 
edge. Pin the handles in place.

9. Using a double strand of Coats 
& Clark™ Button & Craft Thread, 
stitch the handles in place 
through the pre-punched 
holes.

Need extra storage?
Use scraps of the lining fabric to 
add some pockets to bag front and/
or back lining rectangles before 
assembling.

Lining
1. Sew the gusset lining to the 

bag lining front and back, 
as for the outer tote, except 
use 5/8" (1.59cm) instead of ½" 
(1.27cm) seam allowances.

2. With wrong sides together, 
push the lining into the bag, 
matching seamlines and 
centers.

3. Turn under the upper edge of 
the lining so that the fold sits 
about ¼" (.64cm) below the 
topstitching line.

4. Hand-stitch the lining to the 
bag around the upper hem.


