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Featuring Coats & Clark™ Dual Duty XP® All-purpose Thread and 
Coats & Clark™ Jeans Thread 

Ties are a wonderful source of fabric for repurposing—they come in 
myriad colors, patterns and fibers. Create this tote from thrifted ties 
or a personal collection. The tote can also be a special way remember 
someone whose ties you may have inherited.

MEASUREMENTS
15" x 15" (38cm x 38xm) (excluding 
handles)

INSTRUCTIONS
Working with Ties
• Whether you get them from 

family, your local thrift store or 
an online site, ties need some 
TLC before being repurposed.

• First things first, check out the 
ties for stains or discolorations, 
treat as needed. Depending 
on the fiber content, hand or 
machine wash and air dry.

• Deconstruct the ties by carefully 
opening up the long seam, 
removing the lining, interfacing 
and label. Interfacing and labels 
can be reused in another project.

• Press the tie to flatten the 
fold lines and open the seam 
allowances flat. Mark any stain 
spots that will require cutting 
around. Note that ties are cut 
on the bias, so be careful not to 
stretch them when pressing.

CUTTING

From the interfacing, cut:
(25) squares, 3½" (9cm)
(2) gusset strips, 3" x 21½" (8cm x 
54.5cm)
(1) square, 15½" x 15½" (39.5 x 
39.5cm), round the two lower 
corners using the template
(1) binding strip, 37" x 2¼" (94cm 
x 6cm)

SEWING, QUILTING  I  SKILL LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE

MATERIALS

Coats & Clark™ Dual Duty XP®All-purpose Thread
Coats & Clark™ Jeans Thread
3/4 yd (68.5cm) woven fusible interfacing, 60" (152.5cm)
Assorted men’s ties
Note: The featured tote used parts of seven ties for the piecing and 
another for the binding.
½ yd (23cm) sport-weight cotton, 60" (152.5cm)
2/3 yd (61cm) lining fabric
½ yd (23cm) lightweight batting
One pair sew-on leather purse handles, 24" (61cm)
Removable marker
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From the ties:
Reserve one tie for binding and 
do not cut it yet. With the ties 
wrong side up and following the 
manufacturer’s instructions, fuse 
the interfacing squares to each, 
varying the direction so that any 
stripes are both straight and 
diagonal in the squares. Select 
colors and patterns as desired. 
Trim each square to match the 
interfacing. 

From the lining, cut:
(2) squares, 15½" x 15½" (39.5cm x 
39.5cm); round the lower corners 
using the template and trim ½" 
(1.5cm) from the upper edge
(2) gusset strips, 3" x 21" (8cm x 
53.5cm)

From the sport-weight cotton, 
cut:
(1) square, 15½" x 15½" (39.5cm 
x 39.5cm), for tote back; round 
the two lower corners using the 
template
(2) gusset strips, 3" x 21½" (8cm x 
54.5cm)

Seam allowances are ¼" (.64cm).

Assembling the Tote Front
1. Lay out the tie squares in five 

rows of five squares each, 
varying the color placement 
and patterning direction.

2. Label the row numbers and pin 
the squares together in each 
row. Sew the squares together 
in each row. Press the seams 
open. 

3. Matching adjacent seams, sew 
the rows together in order. 
Press the seams open.

4. Lay the pieced tie square over 
a piece of lightweight batting 
and quilt along the seam lines.

5. Using the corner template 
provided, round the lower 
corners of the quilted pieced 
square.

Assembling the Tote Back
1. Fuse the interfacing to the 

wrong side of the 15½" (39.5cm) 
square, then round the lower 
corners using the template.

2. Fuse the interfacing gussets to 
the wrong side of the gusset 
strips.

3. Sew the gusset strips together 
end to end. Press the seam 
open and topstitch both sides.

Assembling the Tote
1. Mark the bottom center of the 

tote front and back.
2. Matching the center, sew the 

gusset to the front and back 
sections, easing around the 
curved corners. If the gusset 
extends beyond the upper tote 
edge, trim it even with the tote 
body.

3. Make the tote lining in the 
same manner as the tote (no 
interfacing), sewing the gusset 
to the front and back sections 
using a generous ¼" (.64cm) 
seam allowance.

4. With wrong sides together, 
slip the lining into the tote, 
matching gusset seams and 
upper edges. Baste around the 
upper edge.

5. To make the binding, fuse the 
strip of binding interfacing to 
the wrong side of the selected 
tie down the center and trim 
the tie to match.

6. Fold the binding strip in half 
with wrong sides together and 
press. Matching the raw edges, 
bind the upper tote edge, 
starting at a back gusset seam. 
Turn the binding to the wrong 
side and hand-stitch the folded 
edge to the lining.

FINISHING
1. Position the leather handles 

on the tote front and back, 2½" 
(6.5cm) from the upper edge 
centers and as far down as 
desired.

2. Using a double strand of 
Jeans Thread, follow the 
manufacturer’s instructions to 
hand-stitch each handle end in 
place.
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This square should 

measure 1" x 1"

(2.54cm x 2.54cm) 

when printed.

*** Measure templates before cutting to confirm printing at 100%*** 

Align with tote side

A
lign w

ith tote bottom


