
Find more ideas & inspiration: redheart.com
©2018 Coats & Clark Page 1 of 4

RED HEART® With Love®: 2 
skeins 1101 Eggshell A, and 1 
skein each 1308 Tan B, 1704 
Bubblegum C, and 1909 Holly 
Berry D.

RED HEART® With 
Love®, Art. E400 
available in solid 
color 7oz (198g), 

370 yd (338m) and multicolor 
5oz (141g), 230 yd (211m) 
skeins

RED HEART® With 
Love®, Art. E400 
available in solid 

color 7oz (198 g), 370 yd (338 
m), multicolor 5oz (141 g), 230 
yd (211 m) and stripes 5 oz 
(141 g) 223 yds (204 m) skeins 

Designed by Nancy Anderson

What you will need:

continued...

Jolly Santa Knit 
Basket

Put a little Ho, Ho, Ho in your holiday décor! 
This cool Santa basket is perfect for keeping 

presents or other clutter organized.

What you will need (continued): 
Susan Bates® Knitting Needles: 10mm [US 
15] 24" [60 cm] or longer circular needle; 
6.5mm [US 10½] straight needles (for nose and 
mustache only)

Two 1¼" [30–32mm] black buttons (for eyes), 
sewing needle and matching thread, yarn 
needle.

Optional: Yoga mat cut to size, sharp scissors 
and yard stick (for measuring and cutting mat), 
clear packing tape (for sealing seam).

GAUGE: 9 sts = 4" [10 cm]; 13 rows = 4" [10 
cm] in Stockinette stitch (knit on right side, 
purl on wrong side) worked with larger needles 
and 4 strands of yarn held together. CHECK 
YOUR GAUGE. Use any size needle to obtain 
the gauge.

Basket measures about 14" [35.5 
cm] diameter and 13" [33 cm] tall,
measured with basket sitting upright
on a flat surface.

Notes
1. Santa basket is worked back and

forth in rows from the base upwards
with 4 strands of yarn held together
throughout.

2. Circular needle is used to
accommodate width of fabric. Work
back and forth in rows on circular
needle as if working with straight
needles.

3. Color changes are used to create face
and cheeks. Nose and mustache are
worked separately and sewn to face.
Buttons are sewn to face for eyes.

4. The facial colorwork can be worked
by following the written instructions
or reading the chart. Read right side
rows of chart from right to left and
wrong side rows from left to right.

5. When making color changes, twist
the current color around the new
color to prevent holes. Allow colors
not in use to hang loosely on wrong
side of work. Take care not to
accidentally catch hanging strands
within the stitches being knit.

6. Wind all skeins of yarn into 4 separate
balls then wind the separate balls into
4-strand balls.

7. When working face, use a separate
4-strand ball of yarn for each section
of color. In total, you will need 2
extra-large balls of A, 2 small balls
and 1 large ball of B, 2 small balls of C,
and 1 large ball of D.

8. An optional rigid insert can be used
to allow the basket to freely stand
upright. A yoga mat, cut to size then
taped together with clear packing
tape, works well.

9. Optional handles are worked
separately and sewn to the basket so
that it can be used as a tote. These
can be folded down and out of sight.

Special Stitches
kfb (Knit into front and back) = Knit 
next stitch but do not remove from 
needle, knit into back loop of same 
stitch and remove from needle – 1 st 
increased.
pfb (Purl into front and back) = Purl 
next st but do not remove from needle, 
purl into back loop of same st and 
remove from needle – 1 st increased.

BASKET
Base
Note: If desired, the base can be worked 
in rounds, instead of rows. Use double 
pointed needles, one extra long circular 
needle and the Magic Loop technique, 
or two circular needles, whichever you 
prefer. After the base is complete, it 
is recommended that the face still be 
worked back and forth in rows to make 
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the color changes easier to manage.
With larger needle and 4 strands of A 
held together, cast on 6 sts. 
Row 1 (wrong side): [Pfb] 6 times—12 
sts.
Row 2: [K1, kfb] 6 times—18 sts.
Row 3: [P2, pfb] 6 times—24 sts.
Row 4: [K3, kfb] 6 times—30 sts.
Row 5: [P4, pfb] 6 times—36 sts.
Row 6: [K5, kfb] 6 times—42 sts.
Row 7: [P6, pfb] 6 times—48 sts.
Row 8: [K7, kfb] 6 times—54 sts.
Row 9: [P8, pfb] 6 times—60 sts.
Row 10: [K9, kfb] 6 times—66 sts.
Row 11: [P10, pfb] 6 times—72 sts.
Row 12: [K11, kfb] 6 times—78 sts.
Row 13: [P12, pfb] 6 times—84 sts.
Row 14: [K13, kfb] 6 times—90 sts.
Rows 15–32: Work in Stockinette stitch 
(knit on right side, purl on wrong side) 
for 18 more rows.

Face
Row 1 (wrong side): With A, p30; with 
B, p4; with C, p7; with B, p8; with C, p7; 
with B, p4; with A, p30.
Row 2: With A, k30; with B, k4; with 
C, k7; with B, k8; with C, k7; with B, k4; 
with A, k30.
Row 3: With A, p30; with B, p5; with C, 
p5; with B, p10; with C, p5; with B, p5; 
with A, p30.
Row 4: With A, k30; with B, k6; with C, 
k3; with B, k12; with C, k3; with B, k6; 
with A, k30.
Row 5: With A, p30; with B, p30; with 
A, p30.
Row 6: With A, k30; with B, k30; with 
A, k30.
Rows 7–14: Repeat Rows 5 and 6 for 4 
more times.
Row 15: Repeat Row 5.
Cut B and C.

Top
Rows 1–6: With A, work in Garter stitch 
(knit every row) for 6 rows.
Cut A, leaving a long tail for sewing 
back seam.
Rows 7–13: With D, work in Garter stitch 
for 7 rows.
Continue with D only.
Row 14 (Decrease Row): [K8, k2tog] 9 
times—81 sts.
Row 15: Knit.
Row 16: K39, k2tog, k40—80 sts.
Row 17: Knit.
Bind off, leaving a long tail for sewing 
back seam.

Nose
With straight needles and 2 strands of B 
held together, cast on 6 sts.
Row 1: [Kfb] 6 times—12 sts.
Row 2: [K1, kfb] 6 times—18 sts.
Row 3: [K2, kfb] 6 times—24 sts.
Row 4: Knit.
Row 5: [K2, k2tog] 6 times—18 sts.
Row 6: [K1, k2tog] 6 times—12 sts.
Bind off, leaving a long tail for sewing 
nose to face. Weave in and trim 
beginning tail. Stuff nose with yarn 
scraps.

Mustache (make 2)
With straight needles and 4 strands of A 
held together, cast on 3 sts.
Row 1: K1, kfb, k1—4 sts.
Row 2: [Kfb, k1] twice—6 sts.
Row 3: Knit.
Row 4: Kfb, k3, kfb, k1—8 sts.
Row 5: K6, [kfb] twice—10 sts.
Row 6: Knit.
Bind off, leaving a long tail for sewing 
mustache to face.
Repeat to make 2nd mustache piece.

Handles (make 2) – optional
With larger needle and 4 strands of D 

held together, cast on 14 sts.
Work in Garter st for 2 rows.
Bind off, leaving a long tail for sewing 
ends of handle to basket.

FINISHING
With yarn needle and the long yarn tails, 
sew back seam of basket. Weave in any 
remaining ends of basket.

Using photograph as a guide, sew nose, 
mustache pieces and button eyes to 
face as follows: 
Nose: With yarn needle and yarn tails, 
sew nose centered over first row of face. 
Mustache: With yarn needle and yarn 
tails, sew mustache pieces to Row 32 
of basket, tacking mustache pieces 
down at nose and tip of mustache piece. 
Leave the remaining edges of mustache 
pieces unsewn for 3-D effect.
Eyes: With sewing needle and matching 
sewing thread, sew buttons about 1 row 
above nose and 3 stitches apart.

With yarn needle and yarn tails, sew 
ends of one strap to top edge of basket, 
centered over face (so face will show 
when tote is carried). Sew ends of 
second strap to opposite side of top 
edge of basket.

Insert – optional
Use a tape measure to carefully 
measure the circumference and height 
of the basket. Cut yoga mat to be 2–3" 
[5–7.5 cm] longer than circumference 
of basket and about 1" [2.5 cm] shorter 
than height of basket. Overlap short 
ends of cut mat slightly and tape ends 
together to form mat into a ring. Place 
mat inside basket.

Weave in any remaining ends.

ABBREVIATIONS
A, B, C, and D = Color A, Color B, Color 
C, and Color D; k = knit; k2tog = knit 
2 stitches together; p = purl; st(s) = 
stitch(es); [ ] = work directions in 
brackets the number of times specified. 
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1308 Tan (B)

1704 Bubblegum (C)

COLOR KEY
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